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I n t r od u ct ion  

 

Candidates found the two texts accessible and on the whole responded posit ively to 

both texts.  Text  2 – Barack Obam a – was m ore challenging for som e candidates.  

There were som e candidates who did not  engage with the texts but  the m ajor it y 

responded with som e engagem ent .  

 

Sect ion  A ( Qu est ion s 1 - 1 0 )  

 

Quest ions 1-9 which are short  answer quest ions require candidates to locate and 

ret r ieve appropr iate inform at ion. 

 

Quest ion 10 required candidates to m ake a personal response to both of the texts 

and to support  their  com m ents with references to the texts. 

 

Qu est ion s 1 - 9  

 

Many exam iners com m ented that  candidates responded quite well to these 

quest ions and were able to ident ify relevant  points.  For q u est ion  1  a significant  

num ber of candidates responded in ways that  m issed the point  that  it  was 

uncertain or unclear whether Happy’s father was dead.  Som e responses to 

q u est ion  5  lost  m arks because they listed the three m eals she cooked as separate 

points.  Occasionally candidates confused Barack Obam a, his father and his 

grandfather in their responses to q u est ion  7 . 

 

Qu est ion  3  and 7  required candidates to use their  own words and som e 

exam iners com m ented that  it  was pleasing to see candidates t rying to use their  

own words in these responses and that  bet ter candidates are using synonym s.  

However, m any exam iners com m ented that  a signif icant  num ber of candidates 

cont inued to have diff iculty with the requirem ent  for own words and are st ill sim ply 

copying from  the texts thus lim it ing their  perform ance.  

 

Qu est ion  9  Candidates found this quest ion m ore challenging this ser ies with 

exam iners com m ent ing that  candidates were often able to provide the support , but  

were unable to ident ify the react ions that  the quest ion required.  This lim ited 

candidates’ responses as candidates could not  gain a m ark solely for providing the 

support  without  ident ify ing a relevant  react ion.  Cent res should work with 

candidates to ensure that  they have a clear idea of what  is required for this 

quest ion.  



 

Qu est ion  1 0  

 

Most  candidates were able to m ake som e sort  of choice, but  only the m ore able 

provided developed ideas and close reference to the texts that  the task required.  

There were som e candidates who only responded on their chosen text  which 

lim ited their achievem ent .  Som e candidates sum m arised the texts and so m issed 

the focus of the quest ion.  Bet ter candidates were able to focus closely on the idea 

of using their chosen text  to explain what  it  is like to m eet  som eone for the first  

t im e.  Som e candidates dism issed the Obam a text  because they did not  see any 

connect ion with m eet ing som eone for the first  t im e. 

 

There were responses that  showed that  candidates have been well prepared for 

this quest ion and had a good grasp of what  is required.  The bet ter responses 

referred to the writers’ techniques and supported the choice they m ade with good 

evidence in the form  of quotat ions and developed explanat ions.  However, there 

were som e rather spur ious reasons given to support  the choice m ade, for exam ple 

‘I  didn’t  choose the passage because I  didn’t  like it ’;  ‘I  don’t  like Barack Obam a’;  

‘The sentences are too long’.  Cent res should cont inue to work with candidates to 

m ake sure that  they have a clear understanding of valid ways to respond to writ ten 

texts.  There were som e candidates who confused Text  1 and 2 and, while 

exam iners marked these responses posit ively, it  would be helpful if candidates 

could check carefully to ensure there is no confusion. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Sect ion  B ( Qu est ion  1 1 )   

 

There were som e lively, hum orous responses and som e individual responses. 

There was som e evidence of planning which is to be encouraged.  This helped 

candidates to focus and organise their  ideas effect ively.  A few candidates took too 

long on the plan or rough draft  to the det r im ent  of the final response. 

 

Most  candidates were able to use the appropr iate register for a let ter to a fr iend. A 

few candidates did not  write st rongly with the appropr iate register and their  

responses tended to lack a st rong tone.  More successful responses were st r ik ing in 

both their  focus on the task and their  abilit y to wr ite a convincing let ter for a 

fr iend.  There were som e responses that  did not  use the ideas from  the texts as a 

focus for their  responses but  som e were able to com bine the ideas from  the texts 

effect ively with their  own ideas. A significant  num ber of candidates did not  securely 

cover the 3 bullet  points. St ronger responses covered the 3 bullet  points, whereas 

weaker responses tended to address only 2 (either 1st  and 2nd or 2nd and 3rd) . 

Som e exam iners com m ented that  weaker candidates only concent rated on the 

party and did not  m ake m uch com m ent  on before and after.   

 

Cent res need to ensure that  candidates understand that  they should at tem pt  all 

three bullet  points and ensure they are able to select  appropr iate m ater ial and 

ideas from  the texts.  The bullet  points provided guidance for content  and st ructure 

which was helpful for som e candidates.  They can also help with rudim entary 

paragraphing.  A num ber of exam iners com m ented on candidates whose responses 

consisted m ainly of copying from  the or iginal texts or who copied considerable 

chunks of the texts with lit t le at tem pt  at  re-working. These responses cannot  be 

rewarded as they do not  show understanding. 

 

Many exam iners com m ented that  language cont rols were not  always secure, 

especially gram m ar and sentence st ructure, and som e responses lacked 

paragraphing, which lim its candidates’ achievem ent .  

 

 

 

 

  



 

Sect ion  C ( Qu est ion  1 2 )  

 

Quest ion 12(b)  was the m ost  popular choice and exam iners com m ented on how 

m uch they enjoyed reading the responses in this sect ion. 

 

There was som e evidence of planning which is to be encouraged.  A short  plan will 

help candidates focus on the task, but  lengthy plans and draft  responses are not  a 

good use of t im e.  

 

There was evidence of som e good preparat ion and teaching in this sect ion. 

Pleasingly exam iners com m ented that  there seem ed to be less evidence of 

prepared responses, although there were st ill a few.  There were also som e 

exam ples of prepared paragraphs inserted into candidates’ own work and som e 

over-use of clichés and hackneyed phrases.  Candidates should be rem inded that  

exam iners want  a personal response and prepared responses will never be 

successful.  

 

There were som e excellent , well worded and interest ing essays with a clear 

st ructure and im aginat ive expression. 

 

Qu est ion  1 2 ( a)  was the least  popular response with exam iners com m ent ing that  

it  seem ed to be chosen by either quite able candidates, who produced well wr it ten 

responses with am bit ious vocabulary and clear and developed argum ents, or by 

weak candidates whose responses seem  to have been rather lim ited suggest ing 

candidates had not  chosen well.  

 

Bet ter responses produced well developed argum ents and an individual voice with 

a good cont rol of spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar.  The weaker responses were 

som et im es based too closely on the texts and tended to have few argum ents and 

weak language cont rols.  Cent res need to ensure that  if candidates are to choose 

this type of essay, they are fully prepared in argum entat ive, discursive and 

rhetor ical techniques and are able to develop their  ideas effect ively. 

 

Bet ter responses were fully cont rolled with accurate spelling, punctuat ion and 

gram m ar, however the weaker responses had poor language cont rols and weak 

paragraphing. 

 

Qu est ion  1 2 ( b )  produced som e original ideas with a wide range of interpretat ions 

of the t it le.   Som e exam iners com m ented on how enjoyable these were to m ark.  

 

The m ost  com m on responses focused on a school/ fam ily reunion.  One exam iner 

com m ented on a num ber of re-worked film  plots with lit t le at tem pt  at  disguise and 

another com m ented that  a few candidates did not  seem  to know what  the word 

‘Reunion’ m eant .  Som e responses did not  focus on the task and offered a prepared 

essay or used prepared opening paragraphs. These responses can never be 

successful as they are not  focused on the given task.  Com m ents were also m ade 

about  rather dubious links to the t it le with gun bat t les and plots with unconvincing 

twists.  Cent res need to ensure that  candidates understand that  they m ust  write to 



 

the given t it le and not  sim ply adapt  another essay or idea.  Responses that  lose 

focus on the task will not  be able to access the full range of marks. 

 

Bet ter responses were able to create ant icipat ion and use effect ive descr ipt ion and 

dialogue with good technical accuracy.  Weaker responses had poor language 

cont rols and lim ited and underdeveloped ideas.  

 

Qu est ion  1 2 ( c)  produced som e well writ ten responses that  were fully focused on 

the task effect ively describing the candidate’s chosen person (m ost  com m only 

parents/ fam ily m em bers) .  Exam iners did com m ent  that  other choices of influent ial 

people e.g. sport ing heroes, Bill Gates, Mother Theresa, were a pleasant  change 

with one exam iner saying ‘The appearance of David Beckham  in one response was 

a relief and I  never thought  I ’d say that ! ’ Exam iners com m ented that  candidates 

were able to explain their  thoughts and feelings and why they had chosen that  

part icular person.  Bet ter candidates were often passionate about  their  chosen 

person and clear ly explained what  it  was that  m ade them  adm ire the person using 

varied vocabulary in responses that  were clearly st ructured with evidence of 

craft ing.  Weaker responses tended to be pedest r ian and lacked detail.   Bet ter 

responses had full cont rol of spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar. Weaker 

candidates had poor language cont rols and weak paragraphing. 

 

Exam iners com m ented on the lack of paragraphing, often in weaker responses but  

also in responses which were well wr it ten. Candidates m ust  understand the need 

for effect ive paragraphing. The lack of it  will lim it  the success of the response. 

 

 

  



 

Qu al i t y  o f  W r i t t en  Com m u n icat ion  

 

This is assessed in Quest ions 11 and 12. 

 

There was evidence of som e good spelling and som e reasonably accurate 

punctuat ion but  m ost  exam iners com m ented on candidates who had problem s with 

gram m ar.  Som e of this was unidiom at ic English but  there were also problem s with 

tenses, preposit ions and sentence st ructure.  There were problem s with the 

incorrect  use of capital let ters ( for proper nouns but  also used random ly across the 

writ ing) .  There were also som e problem s with punctuat ion e.g. m issing 

apost rophes, com m a splicing and the incorrect  use of quest ion m arks and 

exclam at ion m arks. These problem s hindered the clar ity of com m unicat ion.  

 

Cent res need to focus on developing accurate and effect ive gram m at ical 

st ructur ing and idiom at ic English to enable candidates to express them selves 

clear ly and access the higher m ark levels.  

 

Su m m ar y  

 

Most  successful candidates:  

• Read the texts with insight  and engagem ent  

• Selected relevant  points in response to the reading quest ions 

• Used their  own words in response to quest ions that  required them  

• Wrote clearly with a good sense of audience and purpose  in an appropr iate 

register in response to Q11 

• Engaged the reader with creat ive wr it ing that  was well st ructured and 

developed (Q12)  

• Used am bit ious vocabulary 

• Wrote with accuracy in spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar 

Least  successful candidates:  

• Did not  engage fully with the texts 

• Did not  f ind enough relevant  points in response to the reading quest ions 

• Did not  at tem pt  to use their  own words in response to quest ions that  

required them   

• Did not  wr ite in an appropr iate register in response to Q11 

• Were not  able to select  and adapt  relevant  inform at ion for Q11 

• Som et im es copied the or iginal texts 

• Were not  able to sustain and develop ideas in response to Sect ion C (Q12)  

• Som et im es used prepared essays 

• Did not  dem onst rate accuracy in spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar 

  



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundar ies for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundar ies.aspx 
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